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• Exams begin on Monday 20th April (PM) 
and will finish on Tuesday 28th April.

• Exams will take place within the ‘normal’ 
school day.

• When students are not in exams they will 
be in ‘normal’ lessons.

• Students do not have Study Leave.

Year 10 Formal Exams



The Revision Guide



The Revision Guide



• Available via Parentmail, the School Website and 
via EduLink One.

• Has the Formal Exam Timetable, revision 
guidance and a dedicated ‘Department Page’.

• Any subject related questions, speak to subject 
staff.

The Revision Guide



The Revision Guide



• Exams begin at 8.45am, 11.10am and 2pm. 
• Students will need to arrive in the Courtyard 15 

minutes before their exam starts, and register 
in their teaching groups.

• In the middle and afternoon exams, students 
will register in the courtyard. 

• When students are not in exams they will be in 
their normal lessons.

• All written exams are in the Main Hall. 

The practical bit…



• No phones or watches.
• Students need to make sure they have the correct 

equipment with them for each exam.
• This should be in a clear pencil case.
• Check the timetable carefully. Subjects will be 

examined in Option Blocks (A, B, C, D), not all 
together. This means that, for example, students 
sitting Geography will be sitting their exam on 
different days, depending upon which Option Block 
they are in for Geography.

• Form Tutor

Formal Exams



Maths



Practice Papers



Revision Guide and 

Workbook



Practice Papers



Topics to revise…



Mathswatch

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk

Username: school email address
Password: nachos



Top three

• Complete the Practice Papers using the 
Revision Guide references

• Use the topics to revise list and 
Mathswatch

• Targeted papers sent to school email

Keep calm and don’t expect to know all of 
the topics at this stage



English



English Language

• GCSE English Language Paper 1.

• Students will be well-prepared if they have 

attended lessons, kept up with home-

learning, and diligently kept feedback notes.

• Make sure they have all their English 

Language material in one robust folder –

past papers, feedback, student guides.  This 

material will be constantly re-used 

throughout Year 11.



Past Papers & Diligent Red 

Pen Use!



English Language





English Literature

• Conflict poetry question.

• One comparison essay.

• Students will be guided by their teachers as 

to the material to prepare, but this should 

focus around “one-pagers”.



Don’t re-invent…

Shmoop
LitCharts

Sparknotes

YouTube (Mr Bruff)

Revision 
Guides

Exam board = AQA

iTunesU & 
Google Scholar

GCSE Pod



Science



New Ideas

• Science is full of new concepts and ideas which 

are quite often abstract. 

• You must to commit to learning and 

understanding content as it is taught to avoid 

becoming overwhelmed.  

• Increased emphasis on maths, practical skills, 

and application of knowledge – it is difficult to 

access these questions if your foundation is not 

strong.

• On going revision is KEY!



Key Steps
1. Read it!  This should happen after every lesson to help you keep new ideas 

familiarised in your head. Remember it is ok not to understand something right 
away!  Read it again!

2.  Learn it! This involves doing something with what you have read and 
committing it to memory.  Concept maps, flash cards, posters, post it hunts, loop 
games, taboo cards….the list goes on and on!  Find the one which works for you!

3.   Use it! Test to see how much you have learned by doing practise questions.  
This may mean re-attempting homework sheets, doing questions from the revision 
workbook or Kerboodle, asking someone else to quiz you.

5.   Ask for help!  If you are truly stuck, phone a friend, ask a teacher or someone 
in the know!  Don’t leave it too late…

4.  REPEAT steps 1-3!  Look at your progress in step 3.  Remember that learning is 
an ongoing process.  For those questions which you struggled, go back and read 
the theory again. Try a different learning technique.  And then test yourself again 
to see if you have got it!



Kerboodle: for continuous 

revision

LOGIN and PASSWORD:
SAME as set for languages!



CGP Science: AQA
Products students  have found helpful

Grade 9-1 

GCSE AQA 

Practice 

Papers

Grade 9-1 GCSE 

AQA Practice 

Workbook

Grade 9-1 

GCSE AQA 

Complete 

Revision & 

Practice with 

Online Edition

Grade 9-1 

GCSE AQA 

Revision 

Question 

Cards



Using Assessments to 

improve
Every Science assessment will be 

followed by DIRT time.  

Feedback sheet includes a choice of 

NEXT STEPS which includes a task on 

how to tackle the questions they find 

most difficult.  They should complete 

these tasks before attempting any 

corrections.

Student Response



Jo Cole

Head of Upper School



A word of warning…



1. Environment
2. Time
3. Outcomes

Three steps to success



Environment

He's upstairs in his 
room so I can't tell if 

he is working

I’m not sure how 
much free time he 

should have

She says she is 
revising but how do 

I know?

She listens to music 
while revising, is 
that a problem?

His mobile phone 
distracts him from 

revising



Where’s the line?

• Working with the TV on, phone next you, 

ear phones in, eating and drinking… the 

lines are blurred.

• The conditions are as important as the 

knowledge.

• Separate work environment and rest 

environment.  Be clear on the boundaries.

• You can’t do both at once!



Sometimes you need to be 

the bad guy…

• ‘No phone’ times

• Turn off the wifi

• Revise downstairs

• No music/TV

• Just water while revising

• Ask to see work

• Create the ‘exam environment’



Time

Half the time, 

twice the work
How productive are you 

REALLY being?



Time

• Time in an exam is limited – revision 

time should be limited too.

• Avoid spending hours on one task. 

You won’t have that time in the exam!

• Plan your time in to short sessions.

• When completing exam questions, 

give yourself the time you would 

actually have. 



‘Me Time’

Essential - but 

separate



The ideal revision session

Warm up 30 secs

Study 40 mins

Study 40 mins. Revise 

and recap for first 5-

10 mins

Warm down 30 secs

Break

Break 10/15 minutes



Outcomes

What do you want to achieve in 

the session?

• I want to remember something

• I want to have completed an exam 

question on X.

• I want to have completed a one page 

revision sheet on Y.



Outcomes - Techniques

• Keep them varied.

• Find what works for you. Don’t compare to 

others!

• Make sure you practise exam style questions.

• Ask your teacher what topics to focus on. 

Don’t just start with the ones you already 

know!

• Randomness is key…



Mind Maps

• Make links
• Colour code
• Add 

different 
layers

• Correct and 
improve as 
your revision 
goes on



Flash Cards/Post Its

• Test yourself.
• Ask someone to test 

you.
• Stick on mirrors, 

walls, doors, 
cupboards.

• Use them to 
remember 
quotations or facts.

• Revise together as a 
group.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=revision+techniques&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ewX1dpbtDJEVDM&tbnid=C-ZkpiK_bzsjxM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://blogs.hud.ac.uk/students/myuni/jessica/2012/05/11/exams-top-5-revision-tips/&ei=qytkUcSTG6qo0wWLzoGQAw&bvm=bv.44990110,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHXVzOpn0edxaoeGSwJS1ZO42QTQQ&ust=1365605556689555


Scatter Page – randomness!

Roosevelt

Cars
Radios

New Deal

Gangsters

Prohibition

Farmers

Depression

Hoover

Cover a page with key 
words on a topic

Keep them random – just 
stick them all down!

Leave the page for an 
hour or two.

Then come back to it. Start to add links between 
the words. Which ones can you link together? 

Which ones are linked and how?



• Ask your teacher where to find past papers 
if you are not sure.

• Find out how long you should be spending 
on each question.

• Find mark schemes as well so that you can 
mark your own work.

• Ask teachers to look at finished work.
• Complete exam questions in silence. Get 

yourself ready for exam conditions.

Past Exam Papers



gcsepod

• A fantastic revision resource for GCSE 

students.

• Revision podcasts and videos

• Free available downloads for different 

subjects

• http://www.gcsepod.co.uk/home/

http://www.gcsepod.co.uk/home/


A huge range of advice 

covering everything 

from effective study 

techniques to tips for 

specific subjects. 

Includes a load of 

helpful checklists, 

timetables and 

planners to make sure 

students are 100% 

ready for the exams. 

GCSE Revision Tips



3 tips for students…

1. Do you know what each exam will 

involve?

2. Have you seen and tried a past 

paper?

3. Have you removed all distractions 

when you are revising?



3 tips for parents…

1. Is there a quiet space to revise?

2. Do you know your child’s 

homework/revision timetable?

3. Have you seen what they have 

done in each session?



“I’m not telling you it is 
going to be easy — I’m 
telling you it’s going to 

be worth it”


